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Guidelines for Oral Project  
 

You will have to prepare an individual 6-to-7-minute video presenting a more in-depth analysis 

of one of the topics discussed in class (living spaces, human rights, money, law). 

The modality of discourse should be argumentative. A description or narration will not be 

enough to obtain a passing grade. As any presentation, it should have an introduction, a main claim, a 

development where you support your main claim as well as warrants, and a conclusion. 

Your claims should be supported by strong arguments and examples from books, news, films, 

articles, TED talks, songs, class discussions, as well as information that is common knowledge. You 

should show a global and accurate understanding of the topic you are presenting. At least 2 different 

sources of information should be used.  

You must prepare a handout with all the useful and sophisticated language you will use in your 

presentation as well as references and 2 further discussion questions. An outstanding presentation will 

correctly use at least 70% of the structures from the handout template available on U-Cursos. The 

handout should be submitted together with the video. Failing to do so will result in subtracting 0.5 points 

from your Oral Project grade (that is, if you initially get “5.8”, your grade will be “5.3”). A handout with 

missing parts (e.g. grammar structures or references etc.) will be considered as not turned in.  

The submission period starts on Friday, December 4th at 9:00 and finishes on Monday, 

December 14th, at 21:00.  Late submissions of the videos will not be accepted unless there is a valid 

justification (a medical certificate or a note from the programme coordination). 

Topics will be randomly assigned during class time. 
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Topics 
1. Some people say that conditions such as irritable bowel syndrome, insulin resistance, depression, 

stress or allergies are the product of urban life. Explain and exemplify your views on this. 

2. Housing is healthcare. Do you agree? 

3. How is housing affordability in Chile affecting your vision for your own future – or the future of your 
community as you know it? 

4. Should we mix residential, commercial and industrial areas in cities like Santiago or should we keep 
them separate? Discuss. 

5. Santiago is quite segregated in terms of housing. Mostly rich people live uptown and the poor live 
on the opposite side. Should that continue to be the norm, or should we start building affordable 
housing uptown? Why? Refer to the implications of such a measure.  

6. Urban life is killing us. We should go back to our roots and live in the countryside. Do you agree? 

7. Gated communities are a social ill in Chile. Do you agree? 

8. Where would you prefer to live? In a traditional house or in a modern apartment building with many 
high-tech facilities and services? Explain. 

9. Is it possible to solve the problem of affordable housing in Chile? 

10. Do you think it is the UN's job to make statements about human rights or should it be the 
responsibility of individual governments? Why/why not? 

11. How many human rights do you think are fully observed in your country? In the world? 

12. Is the level of discrimination in Chile rising or dropping? What makes you think so? Provide 
examples. 

13. Choose a Chilean freedom fighter and argue for/against his/her objective. Who are/were they and 
what do/did they do? Refer to personality traits and personal story that made them fight for a cause. 

14. Are there rights and responsibilities so central to our way of life they should be entrenched in Chile’s 
new constitution? 

15. Nelson Mandela said: “Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change the 
world.” Do you agree with this? 

16. To use or not to use violence when fighting for freedom or for a cause. Where do you stand? Refer 
to icons such as Mandela, Gandhi or others you know. 

17. How are the elderly viewed in Chile? Do they face any specific challenges in terms of protecting 
their human rights? If so, what measures are being taken to protect them? Are they effective? 

18. In Chile, women are on average paid less than men for doing the same job. Why is this and what can 
be done to change the situation? 
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19. Can people under age 21 make a real impact on society? What examples from the past or present can 
you think of to support your opinion? 

20. “Whenever you take a step forward, you are bound to disturb something.” Do Indira Gandhi’s words 
describe what has been happening in Chile since Oct. 18, 2019? 

21. Can money buy happiness? 

22. Money gives us a certain independence from the struggle to survive; however, the accumulation of 
wealth should not be seen as the only goal people should have. Do you agree or disagree with this 
statement? Make a claim and support your views. 

23. “Money makes the world go round.” Do you agree? 

24. Many people say that money and possessions are given too much importance nowadays. Others 
believe that consumer culture has played a vital role in improving our lives. What is your opinion? 

25. In the past years we have seen many different ways of making money illegally. Are we witnessing a 
consolidation/naturalization of these practices? Explain and give examples. 

26. Songs seem to reflect society. In relation to your experience, do you think music accurately reflects 
the role of money in society? Explain and give examples. 

27. Do you see money as fundamentally good or evil? Explain your position and give examples. 

28. Credit cards are the current means of transforming mankind into slavery in modern society. What do 
you think? 

29. Try to think how people will do their transactions in the future. Will they need to go to the bank at 
all? Will they use their computers? What kind of currency will they use?  

30. Does having money have a positive or negative effect on a person’s character? 

31. Do rich people get away with crimes in Chile? Is the system unfair? 

32. Are some people naturally bad or does their upbringing and environment lead them to commit 
crimes? How much should we blame society and how much should we blame the person? 

33. At what age are we fully responsible for our actions? What is the youngest age that a criminal should 
be punished as an adult? 

34. Has Chile ever had the death penalty? What do you think about this kind of punishment? If you think 
it should exist, what kind of criminals should be sentenced to death? 

35. Is the overall crime rate increasing or decreasing where you live? Do you think the world will be 
safer or more dangerous in the future? 

36. Does prison help rehabilitate criminals in Chile? Should it? 

37. Do you think prisoners should be forbidden from voting in elections? 
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Rubric 

 0-1 2 3 4 (outstanding) 

Relevance of 
Information and 
Organization 

Information is not related 
to topic at all. Topic 
shows no clear 
organization. Less than 3 
sources of information 
are used. 

One or two ideas and 
examples are not relevant and 
do not help to develop the 
topic. Organization is 
neglected; there is constant 
backtracking or hesitation. 
Less than 3 sources of 
information are used. 

One or two ideas and 
examples are not relevant and 
do not help to develop the 
topic. Organization can be 
improved. 3 or more sources 
of information are used, but 
they are not varied.  

All ideas and examples are 
relevant and help develop 
the topic. Good 
organization. It clearly 
serves the purpose of 
argumentation. 3 or more 
varied sources of 
information are used. 

Discourse 

The issue is described, 
but not presented as topic 
for argumentation. 
Arguments, if present, are 
weak and unsupported. 

There is some attempt to 
present the issue as a topic for 
argumentation, but most of 
the arguments are presented, 
but not developed. 

Half of the ideas presented 
supported the argument. 
These ideas are coherent and 
there is a fair use of cohesive 
devices. Ideas are sometimes 
supported by warrants. 

Most or all of the ideas 
support the discussion 
presented. The ideas are 
coherent, cohesive devices 
are used, and supported by 
appropriate warrants. 

Vocabulary1 

Very basic use of 
vocabulary. Use of true 
and false cognates. There 
is obvious interference 
with the L1. 

Some of the expressions used 
show some degree of 
complexity, but this is not a 
constant behaviour. 

The student used several 
sophisticated and new 
expressions that provided 
richness to his/her discourse, 
but at times it appeared 
contrived. 

The student uses many 
sophisticated and new 
expressions that provided 
richness to their discourse 
making it appear natural. 

Grammar* 

The student only 
produces simple 
grammatical structures 
and struggles with them. 
Major mistakes are made 
and none or only a few 
are self- corrected. 

The student produces few 
complex grammatical 
structures and struggles with 
simple structures. Some 
major mistakes are produced, 
and some are self-corrected. 

Some complex grammatical 
structures are used but the 
student shows some difficulty 
to produce them. Some 
mistakes are made and the 
student only sometimes is 
able to self correct. 

Many complex 
grammatical structures are 
used correctly to contribute 
to the points presented. 
Only minor mistakes are 
made and the student is 
able to self correct most of 
them or all of them. 

Pronunciation 

Intelligibility is hindered 
by pronunciation and 
intonation highly 
interferes with the L1. 

Intelligibility is partly 
achieved, because there are 
some sounds from the L2 that 
have not been acquired. 
Intonation can be improved. 

Intelligibility is fully 
achieved and only on a few 
occasions sounds are not 
produced following the 
patterns of the L2. Intonation 
is definitely closer to the L2. 

 

Pace and delivery 

Pauses and hesitations 
interfere with 
communication. Student 
reads from notes more 
than half of the time. 

Natural hesitations and 
pauses filled with English 
sounds and expressions. No 
interference with 
communication. There is no 
dependency on the notes. 

 

 

Presentation 
length 

Presentation is not carried 
out within the stated 
period of time. 

Presentation is carried out 
within the stated period of 
time (+/- 30 seconds). 

 

 

 

 
1 4 – at least 70% correctly used examples from the handout (outstanding) 
3 – between 50% and 70% 
2 – between 30% and 50% 
0-1 – less than 30% 


