All of the questions below should be answered using lay language.  The IRB is comprised of individuals from diverse scientific and nonscientific backgrounds.  You should avoid all jargon and assume that IRB members have no prior knowledge on the research topic, theoretical or methodological approaches, or measurement techniques or instruments.  The best way to avoid unnecessary delays is to provide the IRB with as much information about your study as possible.  You will need to attach a copy of all demographic forms, survey instruments, and other data collection systems.  If you are unable to attach the above please contact us for advice.  It is important to remember that informed consent is a process, not a document.  Informed consent begins with recruitment and ends only after a study is completed. 
Describe the purpose of this study.  Be sure to clearly indicate the research question or hypothesis being studied. 
- In a effort to establish the connection between the prison environment and the prisoners' misconduct, the following research questions were considered:
a.) What is the correlation between the correctional officer's behavior and the inmates' misconduct within the prison environment?
b.) To what extent does the inmate's behavior influence misconduct by other inmates?
c.) What is the correlation between the inmate's relationships with prison staff and their misconduct?
d.) To what extent does stereotype impact inmate misconduct?

Briefly describe the research that has already been conducted in this area.  The IRB needs to understand how this study adds to the knowledge on this topic in order to be able to judge the risks and benefits to participants. 
	A study conducted on inmate misconduct in the period running from 1980 to 2013 by Steiner, Butler & Ellison (2014) established that certain factors stimulate or decrease inmate misconduct. Research in the past established that misconduct among prisoners was a result of three main reasons. These factors included the inmates' character and personality, misconduct arising as a result of the outlet of challenging prison experiences, and a mode of gaining control and power within the prison environment.
Describe the population from which your research sample will be drawn.  Be sure to indicate if subjects are from a vulnerable population such as infants, children, pregnant women, mentally disabled persons, prisoners, employees, students, economically or educationally challenged persons, etc.  What additional safeguards will be included to protect the rights and welfare of these participants? 

	The research sample will be drawn from Inmates, Correctional Officers, and Staff members of the 3 prisons in Middle Tennessee. 
In this research, we will provide the consent forms to ensure that the study population is well aware of what they are expected to do. Only after being presented with the document will they be allowed to take part in answering the questions given.

Explain the inclusion and exclusion criteria that will be used (e.g., age, race, gender, language, academic abilities, academic major, pre-existing conditions, etc.). 
	Participants must be 18 or older and are not under mental health observation
Indicate how many potential participants will be approached.  The APSU IRB needs to know the maximum number that might be asked to participate, NOT the minimum number needed to adequately ask the research question.  It is recommended that you choose a number higher than you expect to need because once the number is approved you will need to apply to the IRB for permission to recruit additional participants.  Do not choose an unnecessarily large number however, because sample size may affect the risk/benefit ratio decision that the IRB must make.  Please break down your maximum numbers by category (e.g., child, adult, male, female, depressed, healthy, etc.) so that the board can evaluate the risks for different types of participants.

- I hope to recruit up to 60 - 100 participants to achieve a high statistical power for the
quantitative portion of the study. Separately, I will also hang flyers around
compound to recruit 15 - 30 Correctional Officers and staff members to be interviewed for the qualitative portion of the study.

Describe how participants will be identified, approached, and recruited, and how informed consent will be obtained.  Who will make the first contact, and when and where will it occur?  All materials used to recruit participants need to be submitted for review (e.g., media advertisements, brochures, email, poster/signs or sign-up sheets, etc.).  If verbal announcements will be made for recruitment purposes, please provide a script of how the study will be described or a list of the points that will be made.
	I will hang signup sheets and flyers around compound to recruit for the study with the Warden’s permission in every facility.


Specifically identify all individuals who will describe the study to and obtain informed consent from potential participants.  Do these individual(s) have any other relationship with potential participants (e.g., instructor, mentor, employer, caregiver, etc.) that might create the perception or actual existence of coercion or undue influence?  What procedures will you put in place to reduce or eliminate potential/perceived coercive situations? 
I will give the consent form to participants to read and sign prior to beginning answering the questionnaire.
Describe your research procedures.  We need to know all of the procedures that will occur, but in particular we need a description of what the participants will experience.  For example, a description of the instructions that will be given to them, activities in which they will engage, the length and timing of involvement, and the circumstances under which they will provide data (i.e., group assessments, one-on-one interview, videotaping, audio taping, phone calls, spending time in an uncomfortable position, etc.). 
- The research will apply random sampling to collect and analyze data from inmates and prison staff population.  The data survey will be collected from prisons across Middle Tennessee starting December 2020 to January 2020. The survey will collect data from approximately 3 prisons throughout the period. The survey data will then be matched with existing established recidivism and misconduct data published yearly. Using this type of sampling, every participant in the research population stands an equal chance of being picked as a subject. This method will guarantee that the selection is purely random and unbiased. For this research, all the names selected from the population will be listed on separate pieces of paper and then drawn randomly. This method will boost accuracy after the results are collected. Additionally, given the critical nature of this research, the technique will eliminate bias.
9. If this study involves deception, describe it and justify its use.  Deception will require that subjects be debriefed following data collection.  The purposes of the debriefing are to explain the true purpose of the study, reduce any negative consequences participants may experience from participation, and to provide a clear, easy opportunity for withdrawal of consent.  You must include a copy of the debriefing statement in your application.
- No deception involved in the survey
10. Describe any form of compensation that participants will receive (e.g., money, extra credit, toys, food, etc.). If compensation will be provided, please describe the amount, the type, and when the participants will receive it.  If withdrawal from the study will change the amount or type of compensation, please describe how (i.e., prorated, eliminated, etc.).  Note that academic extra credit can only be awarded at the discretion of the instructor, not the Principal Investigator. 
- None, all are voluntary.
11. If this research might entail psychological, legal, physical, or social harm or discomfort to the subjects, explain this risk and justify it.  What steps have been taken to minimize these risks?  What provisions have been made to ensure that appropriate facilities and professional attention necessary for the health and safety of the subjects are available and will be utilized?  How will the participants be informed of these procedures?  If an information sheet describing these resources will be provided to participants, please submit it as an attachment to this application.  If university or community professionals agree to provide their services, please submit a letter of cooperation from the individuals/agencies that describes the agreement. 
- None. 
12. Describe how the potential benefits of this activity to the participants and humankind outweigh any possible risks.  Describe the potential benefits of this study and why any benefits will be greater than any possible risks. 
- In this context, the prison environment covers the interpersonal relationship among inmates and the prison staff, prison environment decency, humane treatment and legitimacy, and application of authority within the prison system. Jacobs (2016) explains that most prisons fail to meet these aspects of morality threshold hence failing to convince the prisoners that they are morally intelligible. The moral environment within these prisons significantly affects the possibility of the prisoners surviving and altering their behavior.   
13. Describe how the confidentiality of data about participants will be protected.  What steps and procedures will be used?  How (e.g., hard copy, electronic, etc.) and where (e.g., locked file cabinet in PIs campus office, etc.) will data be stored?  If data will be destroyed please indicate when and how.
 - I will be collecting the questionnaire, so I am the only person had access to it.
14. If data will be anonymous, explain how this anonymity will be achieved.  Note that anonymity requires that the data cannot be connected to the participant by anyone involved in the research, even the PI, at any time.  If data will be anonymous, explain how and where the consent document will be stored. 
- None of the participants (volunteer) will have to identify their selves in the questionnaire.
15. Explain how any data collected relate to illegal activities.  This includes any contact with prisoners or law enforcement officers, even if no information about illegal activities will be collected. 
- None

16. Please indicate by marking Yes or No whether the attached informed consent document includes each of the following elements as required by the Code of Federal Regulations:  Title 45, Part 46.116. 
(X)Yes or ()No A statement that the study involves research. 
(X)Yes or ()No An explanation of the duration of the subject’s participation.
(X)Yes or ()No A description of the procedures to be used. 
()Yes or (X)No  A description of any reasonably foreseeable risks or discomforts to the subject. 
(X)Yes or ()No  A description of any benefits to the subject or others which can be reasonably expected from the research. (Note: Compensation is not a benefit.) 
(X)Yes or ()No A statement describing the extent, if any, to which confidentiality of records identifying the subject will be maintained. 
(X)Yes or ()No An explanation of whom to contact for answers to pertinent questions about the research and research subjects’ rights, and whom to contact in the event of a research-related injury to the subject. (Note: Should include APSU IRB, PI, and if applicable, the student’s faculty sponsor) 
(X)Yes or ()No A statement that participation is voluntary, refusal to participate will involve no penalty or loss of benefits to which the subject is otherwise entitled, and the subject may discontinue participation at any time without penalty or loss of benefits to which the subject is otherwise entitled.  (Note: This statement should be written in language at an appropriate level for the subjects in your study.) 

The following may or may not apply to your study.  Please read carefully and indicate Yes or No. 
()Yes or (X)No A disclosure of appropriate alternative procedures or courses of treatment, if any, that might be advantageous to the subject. 
()Yes or (X)No For research involving more than minimal risk, an explanation as to whether any compensation or medical treatments are available if injury occurs and what they consist of, or where further information may be obtained. 
()Yes or (X)No A statement that the particular treatment or procedure may involve risks to the subject which are currently unforeseeable. 
()Yes or (X)No Anticipated circumstances under which the subject’s participation may be terminated by the investigator without regard to the subject’s consent. 
()Yes or (X)No Any additional costs to the subject that may result from participation in the research. (Note: This is not limited to monetary costs.)
()Yes or (X)No The consequences of a subject’s decision to withdraw from the research and procedures for orderly termination of participation by the subject. 
()Yes or (X)No A statement that significant new findings developed during the course of the research which may relate to the subject’s willingness to continue participation will be provided to the subject.  
17. State the approximate number of subjects projected to participate in the study.
- 50 inmates and 17 prison staff
18.  If your study includes children, please provide the committee with information about how you will obtain the child’s assent to participate.  Children older than 12 are expected to be provided the opportunity to sign to indicate their assent to participate.  Children 7-12 should be provided with a written document, which may or may not also be read.  Depending on the research to be conducted, children 6 years and younger may be read an assent script (please submit as an attachment if applicable).  In addition to your procedures to obtain assent, please indicate what dissent behaviors will lead you to decide a child is not providing or has withdrawn his/her assent to participate.  Note:  Child assent can be solicited only after parental consent has been obtained. 
19.  If you are requesting a waiver of the documentation of informed consent, please explain how you would meet the requirements of 45 CFR 46.117.



