
Guidelines for Graduate Research Papers 

Research Paper Format and Requirements 

1. Twenty pages, not counting title page and literature cited. 

2. 12 point font, Arial or Times Roman. 

3. Double spaced. 

4. One inch margins on all sides. 

5. No excessive white space. 

6. No more than 10% online sources, except for bonafide online journals, i.e. PLOS-ONE. 

7. There is a difference between an exclusively online journal and a paper journal with a web site. 

Any paper from a paper journal even though you got the paper online should be cited as a 

paper journal, see below. 

8. Text books are not suitable references. Books should be professional publications, not written 

for a general audience. If you have any doubt, ask your instructor. 

9. A minimum of 12-15 references are required. 

10. Title page should list your paper’s title, your name, the course for which the paper was written, 

and the date. 

11. Research papers are essentially a review of the literature for a given topic. The paper should 

contain an introduction, whatever sub-divisions are appropriate for the topic, and literature 

cited. Literature cited should follow the formats discussed below. Examples of review papers 

(MMRB, RMV) are available on Moodle. 

12. Do not cite a paper without actually having read it. If you have trouble getting an article ask for 

help from the library staff or see me. I have subscriptions to Science and Nature. 

13. Titles for research papers should be submitted no later than three weeks after classes start for 

instructor approval. 

14. Do not procrastinate and leave the bulk of the work to the end of the semester. Writing a good 

review is time consuming. 

15. Feel free to contact the instructor for help or assistance as you are doing the research for your 

paper. 

16. Papers should be submitted by e-mail to the instructor no later than the last day of lecture 

class (not during finals week). 

17. The e-mail title box should contain your name and the course the paper was written for. 

Text Citation Format 

…according to Author (1969). 

(Author, 1969) 

(Author and Author, 1969) 

(Author et. al., 1969); for three or more authors. 

Literature Citation Format (CSE Style) 

1. Alphabetize by first author’s last name followed by first name initial(s), followed by year, title of 
article, journal, volume, and inclusive page numbers. 



2. Papers by same authors should be arranged from the earliest to most recent year. 
3. Use the following format (see MMRB reviews for additional examples): 

Journal articles: Author AB, Author BB. 1977. Title of article. Plant Physiol 59: 45–59. 
 
Book articles: Author AB, Author BB, Author CC. 1974. Title of article. In A Smith, B Jones, eds, Title 
of Book, Ed 2 Vol 3. Publisher, City, pp 14–19. 
 
In press: Author AB. 2013. Title of article. Eukaryotic Cell (in press). 
 
Theses: Author BC. 1974. Title of thesis. PhD thesis. University, City. 
 
Online: Author A. Year of publication. Title. Source Title, 
http://www.utopia.com/talent/lpb/muddex/essay. 
 
No Authors or Editors: Title of Booklet, Pamphlet, etc. 1975. Publisher (or Company), City. 
 
Specific Examples: 
 
Hann DR, Rathjen JP. 2007. Early events in the pathogenicity of Pseudomonas syringae on Nicotiana 
benthamiana. Plant J. 49: 607–618. 
 
Draper J, Scott R. 1988. The isolation of plant nucleic acids. In J Draper, R Scott, P Armitage, R 
Walden, eds, Plant Genetic Transformation and Gene Expression: A Laboratory Manual. Blackwell 
Scientific Publications, Oxford, UK, pp 199–236. 
 
Andersen CH. 1997. Molecular characterization of 14-3-3 proteins in barley induced by the powdery 
mildew fungus, Erysiphe graminis. PhD thesis. Royal Veterinary and Agricultural University, 
Frederiksberg, Denmark. 
 
Nguyen TH, Brechenmacher L. 2012. Quantitative phosphoproteomic analysis of soybean root hairs 
inoculated with Bradyrhizobium japonicum. Mol Cell Proteomics (in press). 


