
Literary Analysis Essay 

Read Katherine Mansfield’s “The Garden Party” and in a well-organized essay analyze how 

characterization, imagery, symbolism, setting, and figurative language contribute to the meaning 

of the work. Be sure to support your interpretations with passages from the story. Do not 

summarize the plot. 

 • The essay should be a minimum of 4 pages (it can be longer).  

• Be sure to write in 3
rd

 person and in present tense. 

• Be sure to follow the MLA format when quoting, paraphrasing, summarizing, and citing.  

• You are required to quote from the story, at least twice per body paragraph. After each quote, 

discuss the significance of the quote (explain how it supports the theme). 

• In addition, quote from two critics from the Literary Criticism handout.  
 

When analyzing a work of literature, always ask the question WHY. Why did the author do what 

s/he did? Why the characters are described the way they are? Why is the story set when and 

where it is? Why are the images in the story important? Why is the story told from this or that 

point of view? Why, Why, Why! Answers to these questions begin the exploration into the 

author’s purpose and intent, which begin our journey into discovering THEME and MEANING 

Essay 
 

 Outline—organize the essay around the literary elements (characterization, imagery/symbolism, 

setting, and figurative language). You are arguing that all the elements in the story point in the 

same direction—to your interpretation of the story (Subject and Author’s Position on the 

Subject). 

 

Introduction (4-6 sentences)  

 • Introduce the author and the work (the first time you mention the author, use the full 

name; after that, only the last name) 

  • Summarize the story in 3-4 sentences emphasizing the SUBJECT of the story  

 • End with your Thesis/Claim (this is where you indicate Mansfield’s Position on the 

 Subject)  

Body Paragraph One (element one)  

Example 1  

Example 2  

Example 3  

 

Body Paragraph Two (element two)  

Example 1  

Example 2  

Example 3  

 

Body Paragraph Three (element three)  

Example 1  

Example 2  

Example 3  

 



 

Body Paragraph Four (element four)  

Example 1  

Example 2  

Example 3  
 

Conclusion 

 End by relating the theme of the story to the present day. How does the idea hold up? Is the 

issue Mansfield raises still applicable today? 

 

Body/Developmental Paragraphs  

 Each subsequent paragraph after the introduction must include topic sentences, and these 

topic sentences, as well as the content of each paragraph, must support the thesis 

statement. 

   Topic sentences (usually the first sentence in each paragraph):  

  1. Relate the details of the paragraph to your overall thesis.  

  2. Tie the details of the paragraph together (paragraph unity).  

 A solid literary analysis contains an explanation of your ideas and evidence from 

the text for the purpose of supporting your ideas. Textual evidence consists of 

specific details, direct quotations, summaries, and/or paraphrases.  

 The substance of each of your body paragraphs will be the explanations, 

summaries, paraphrases, specific details, and direct quotations you need to 

support and develop the more general statement you have made in your topic 

sentence 


