
Music Video Project (50 pts)

You are to practice using "sociological imagination" by applying the vocabulary 
terms & concepts from the textbook chapters we’ve covered thus far to the music 
videos you select to compare and contrast.

MUSIC VIDEOs - compare 2 videos from different sources *One of the genres should be 
something you don’t listen to or normally watch. (VH1, BET, CMT, You tube,World music etc.) I 
will have a compare/contrast example with instructions in the drop box. See details in the drop 
box. * Don’t forget to include links to the videos in your paper.

Not every topic below will apply. The topic guidance questions are to help you notice 
“see” sociological concepts in the video.

Ask yourself why this topic is a “social problem” – use the book as your guide. These are 
some things to consider, there are many more:

Gender - (male & female) and gender norms and the core culture values imbedded in the video. 
Evaluate how such images permeate culture and influence public perceptions of women & men in
various environments, home, workplace, recreation. Do you sexual harassment, misogyny or 
abuse? 
Race/Ethnicity   -   note how people from different racial and ethnic categories depicted. What 
characteristics, clothing, mannerisms, speech patterns, gestures, or other defining features 
identify/reinforce existing stereotypes.
Sexual Orientation - is a master status for many gays/lesbian/bisexuals, how is this portrayed in 
the media source? What stereotypes are portrayed and are they positive or negative messages?
Age/Elderly- Is age representation a component of the video. Youth or the elderly (or lack 
thereof) contribute to the prevalence or negative stereotypes both youth and the elderly. 
Tobacco/Alcohol/Drugs - Who is the target for the videos based on race, class, gender and 
age? Does the media piece realistically depict alcohol or tobacco use? What warnings (if any) 
appears to be misleading or deceiving about visual and words on the ad when it is compared to 
issues discussed in our book?
Sexual behavior/Relationships - Who are the "demographics" target audience for the video 
based on race, class, gender, age, education? Is alcohol or drugs shown with sex? Is “love” seen 
or just sex. How do the characters relate to one another?
The Depiction of Social Class, Wealth, Power & Prestige Notice how the videos show wealth, 
power and prestige. What brand names product ranging from alcoholic beverages & jewelry to 
automobiles, houses, boats etc. How are status symbols used or not used.

Violence, Suicide, Child Abuse, Poverty, War, are also possible topics

This is not an exhaustive list, just a few major topics to get you started. 


