
                                             THE QUOTATION SANDWICH 
                                (MLA FORMAT FOR IN-TEXT CITATIONS) 
 
When using a quote to support your argument or thesis statement, it is important to 1) introduce 
the quote by the author’s first and last name or last name alone 2) use a signal verb from the list 
given to you 3) write the quote exactly using quotation marks around the words  4) Use an 
in-text citation with the page number if there is one, enclosed in the parenthesis.  5) Explain the 
point of the quote briefly in a sentence or two to demonstrate understanding and the connection 
to your thesis  The quote is sandwiched in the middle as shown below. 
 
Judith Cofer asserts that “My personal goal in my public life is to try to replace the old pervasive 
stereotypes and myths about Latinas with a much more interesting set of realities” (40).  The 
author feels responsible for making non-Latinos more aware that the stereotyping of Latinas is 
inaccurate, unfair and discriminatory and must be stopped. 

OR 
“My personal goal in my public life is to try to replace the old pervasive stereotypes and myths 
about Latinas with a much more interesting set of realities” (Cofer 40).  The author feels 
responsible for making non-Latinas more aware that the stereotyping of Latinas is inaccurate, 
unfair and discriminatory and must be stopped. 
 
LONG OR BLOCK QUOTES 
For long or block quotes that are about three or more lines long, remember to INDENT 1 inch on 
both sides of the margin.  DO NOT include quotation marks for long quotes.  
 
 SIGNAL VERBS 
When you are summarizing, paraphrasing, or quoting from a source, use a signal verb to signal 
or alert the reader that the information that comes next are the words, sentences, or ideas from 
another source, and not yours alone. Use the PRESENT TENSE for MLA. You only need an 
in-text or parenthetical citation if you are quoting from the primary text, NOT if you are 
paraphrasing.  
Here are some examples of what it looks like to use a signal verb: 
 
In the article, “Title of Article,” William claims that ……….(22).. 
Susan Madera describes her experience in college as “...........................”(22). 
Frederick Douglass asserts that “......................”(22) 
 
COMMON SIGNAL VERBS 
Agree   analyze   suggest  recommend  report   says   show   theorize   writes   argue   assert 
emphasize   conclude   contend  define  disagree   explain   identify  illustrate  inform   introduce 
observe  outline   promote   present   state   points out 
states  discuss   criticize  and others. 
 

 
 


