
Assignment: Winter Sonata and the Korean Wave 
You will be writing your final project on the Korean television drama Winter Sonata (also known 
as Gyeoul Yeonga or 겨울연가). To complete this assignment, watch as much of the series as 
possible outside class, at least through episode 8. You can watch it for a fee on Amazon 
(https://www.amazon.com/Winter-Sonata-English-Subtitled/dp/B000PY83XC ) or free here 
(https://www.ondemandkorea.com/winter-sonata-e01.html). 
Your 1500-word argument-driven paper will consist of the following parts: 

1. Identification, explanation, and significance of a particular aspect, approach, 
characteristic, leitmotif, or strategy of romance observed in the drama, supported with 
materials assigned during the course of the semester. This could be a technical aspect 
of the drama (lighting, music, etc.), something related to the depiction of characters 
(gender roles, language, costumes, etc.), or narrative (structural elements and their 
functions, etc.). This is not an exhaustive list. Is the motif you have identified deployed 
successfully? What is the cultural and artistic significance of this motif? 

2. A close reading or interpretation of a particular scene (or set of scenes) in the drama that 
demonstrates this aspect, approach, characteristic, or strategy of romance. Be sure to 
identify the episode number and note the elapsed time when the scene begins and ends 
(e.g., Episode 2, 0:45:15-0:48:35). 

3. A discussion of how this strategy might explain the international popularity of Korean 
dramas and the so-called “Korean Wave.” In addressing this, you might wish to identify 
what is peculiarly Korean about these dramas and evaluate how this might add to or 
detract from the universal appeal of the t.v. drama genre. You may also choose to 
discuss the perception of Korean culture by Japanese and the perception of Japanese 
culture by Koreans, using the materials listed below and other texts assigned through 
the semester. This is your opportunity to provide cultural context and discuss your own 
reactions to the scene or technique depicted. 

In preparing your paper, you will find it helpful to cite evidence from the following articles: 
● Modleski, Tania. “The Disappearing Act: A Study of Harlequin Romances.” Signs 5, no. 3 

(1980): 435-48. 
● From the book Chua, Beng Huat, and Koichi Iwabuchi, (eds.) East Asian Pop Culture: 

Analysing the Korean Wave. Hong Kong: Hong Kong University Press, 2008: 
○ Huat, Chua Beng, and Koici Iwabuchi. “Introduction: East Asian TV Dramas: 

Identifications, Sentiments and Effects.” 
○ Mōri, Yoshitaka. “Winter Sonata and Cultural Practices of Active Fans in Japan: 

Considering Middle-Aged Women as Cultural Agents.” 
○ Hirata, Yukie. “Touring ‘Dramatic Korea’: Japanese Women as Viewers of 

Hanryu Dramas and Tourists on Hanryu Tours.” 
● Seabrook, John. 2012. “Factory Girls: Cultural Technology and the Making of K-Pop.” 

http://j.mp/KoreanPop. 
● John Lie, “Why Didn’t ‘Gangnam Style’ Go Viral in Japan?: Gender Divide and 

Subcultural Heterogeneity in Contemporary Japan,” Cross-Currents: East Asian History 
and Culture Review 9 (2014): 44-67.* 
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I expect you to evaluate the drama on the basis of a set of romance concepts and recurring                  
themes introduced over the course of the semester. In general, I am far more interested in                
answers to “why?” and “how?” questions rather than the basic “who?”, “what?”, and “when?”,              
and “where?” ones. In evaluating your papers, I value original, provocative, and sustained             
arguments. DO NOT submit a plot summary! 

Paper 
The completed 1500-word paper must be submitted before 11:59 p.m. Friday December 18.             
The maximum score is 25 points. 
Your paper will be evaluated according to how well it demonstrates the following: 

● Clarity of Argument (2 points) 
● Use of Supporting Evidence (3 points) 
● All Sources Correctly Cited (2 points) 
● Paper Structure & Paragraph Organization (2 points) 
● Originality of Approach (2 points) 
● Depth of Analysis (2 points) 
● Appropriateness of Language and Length (2 points) 
● Participation in Eli Review Cycle (10 points) 

Citations 
Don’t forget to provide citations! For assigned readings, you can indicate just the page number if                
it is clear from context which text you are using. It might look like this: 

The king emphasizes Sakuntala’s innocence and associates it with her rural           
upbringing when he explains to the Vidusaka, “Think of the gulf that divides a              
king like me/From a girl raised with fawns,/Innocent in the ways of passion” (31). 

If you are uncertain when to paraphrase, summarize, or quote verbatim, please take a look at                
this helpful guide: https://student.unsw.edu.au/paraphrasing-summarising-and-quoting. To cite the       
drama, please give me a general idea (within ~5 minutes, for example (episode 3,              
0:25:00-0:28:00) of when the events occurs—it does not need to be exact. It is essential that                
you provide citations for all words and ideas that are not your own. This also helps to                 
demonstrate your mastery of the assigned materials. For print materials, it is sufficient to write               
the author and page number at the end of a sentence, for example (Mori 140). No outside                 
research is required; assigned course materials are sufficient. 

Late Submissions 
One point shall be deducted for the first calendar day this assignment is submitted past the due                 
date. An additional two points (1+2) will be deducted for the second day. Three more points                
(1+2+3) will be deducted for the third day. No assignments shall be accepted more than               
three days after the due date. 
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