
 
Gonzalez 1 

Jimmy Gonzalez 

Blayke Barker 

SOC 35 

28 June 2018 

More Than Just a Criminal 

Article 1 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) states: “ All human 

beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights.” The UDHR is a document that was 

established in 1948 that articulates our rights as human beings. For many, the US represents a 

land of wealth, opportunities, and refuge. According to the Federation for American Immigration 

Reform, an organization that sets out to reform our immigration policy, estimates that there are 

approximately 12.5 million undocumented  immigrants living in the U.S. Marginalized from 

society and oftentimes misunderstood, the majority of these men, women, and children live as 

outcasts who are subject to having their rights violated on a daily basis. Little has been done to 

protect the large community of immigrants, in fact, our media is responsible for dehumanizing 

the vast majority of these immigrants, particularly men of color as they are often referred to as 

‘rapists’ , ‘gang members’, and ‘terrorists.’ Not only is this story incomplete, but also fashioned 

in such a way that there is no room nor power for the other story to be told. It is clear that our 

immigration system is broken as it fails to provide opportunities for these men, women, and 

children to feel  like they are important to the functioning of this society.  

Stories are meant to inform, entertain, and or persuade us. These stories provide 

information that serve to help us better understand a certain situation, a group of people, or a 

certain individual. In her TED Talk “The Danger of A Single Story”, Chimamanda Adichie, a 
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Nigerian novelist tells us about the danger of a single story by stating that, “The single story 

creates stereotypes, and the problem with stereotypes is not that they aren’t true, but they are 

incomplete. They make one story become the only story.” As pervasive as it may sound, most 

stories that are told time and time again happen to be single stories. Consequently, we turn a 

blind eye to the complete story and thus make poor generalizations about groups of people who 

have yet to share their story. To this day, the story that is often told about men coming from 

México or Central America is that they are all criminals who pose a danger to our society. 

President Donald Trump has made it his goal to deport as many undocumented immigrants that 

he possibly can with the idea that this will “Make America Great Again.”  

In spite of the oppression, these men continue to work hard in jobs that many Americans 

wouldn’t last a single day. We forget that these men have jobs, families to support, and more 

importantly, rights as human beings. They deserve to be treated with dignity and respect just as 

much as we do. The fact of the matter is that they aren’t treated with respect and are often 

discriminated, particularly at their jobs. Undocumented immigrants will usually say ‘yes’ to 

anything they are asked to do by their employer because they fear that they might lose their job. 

For an undocumented immigrant, it is vital that they are constantly working in order to 

financially support their loved ones back home. They are the ones who are working tirelessly to 

provide a better future for their family and loved ones. This greatly affects the nuclear family 

since the father cannot be present as he must sacrifice time with family for work. Without a 

father figure, it is easy for a boy to seek the approval of a father in other people which can lead 

them to their downfall. As for the wife, the wife must care for the children and serve as the 

father. Everyday families are being torn apart. It is no longer acceptable that we let children get 
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separated from their parents simply because their parents lack ‘legal’ documents. I have worked 

with migrant workers and know firsthand the level of disrespect that they are subjected to on a 

day to day basis. They get treated with less respect, are validated less, and are expected to work 

long hours without breaks. Most of these immigrants come with the idea of working hard, 

supporting loved ones, and potentially building a new future; however, it can be incredibly 

discouraging when everyone around you seems like they are against you. 

Mass media for the most part paints a negative picture of these immigrants so much so 

that it affects the way we see each other. For example, everytime we may look at a person of 

color, we might assume that they are undocumented immigrants and if he is a man, we may go as 

far as generalizing him into a criminal without even knowing this individual. We judge people 

based on the way they look, walk, talk, and dress. If they look like they should be undocumented, 

we automatically assume that the individual is ‘illegal’ for no other reason than mere physical 

appearance. It is not a mere coincidence that we are quick to make these judgements nor is it our 

fault. Everyday we wake up, we are exposed to something new and it if that happens to be a 

different immigrant with the same story, we will in turn assume that this is true for all 

immigrants after hearing it again and again. Our brains are like computers that stores data in a 

matter of seconds and if we continually feed our minds the same story, sooner or later, we will 

start believing it, unless we make the effort to listen to the full story. 

The counter narrative to the ‘single story’ that the majority of men who are crossing the 

US Border are criminals is that only a small percentage of these men have criminal records. In 

fact, many of the men who immigrate to this country eventually want to go back to their families 

and their respective homelands. They don’t regard America as their new home, but rather as a 
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temporary home. Leaving one’s homeland knowing that death is highly probable is not for the 

faint at heart, but for the visionaries and those who are seeking refuge. Why would anyone risk 

their life to come to the US unless they were truly in danger? These men come to the US not 

because they want to, but because they have no other choice. If these men settle in the US, their 

children are held to high standards and are expected to pursue a higher education. We realize that 

they too have standards for their children and specific goals that need to be met. If we are to look 

at the story of a man who is immigrating from a foreign country, we must make the effort to look 

at the complete story. We need to understand where he is coming from, where he is, and where 

he is headed. Listening and digging deeper to the whole story will give us a better understanding 

of why that certain individual is choosing to endure such hardships.  

I was born in Guatemala, but moved to the US shortly after my fifth birthday. I make the 

effort to travel to Guatemala once a year and each time I go back, I see firsthand how 

hardworking my people are and to simply regard them as ‘criminals’ frustrates me because it is 

nowhere close to the truth. I observed that many children in Guatemala start working at an early 

age and are expected to contribute to the family’s wealth as soon as they start grade school. I am 

surprised to say the least that children are expected to work in order to help themselves and their 

families survive. This helps me see the complete story that the media often hides in order to keep 

a large part of the population under the fear that immigrants pose a danger to our society.  

Although it is clear that the media will continue to tell the single story that immigrants 

are ‘rapists’ and ‘gang members’, I will make the effort to prove them wrong by showing them 

how successful I have been. I will tell them about the danger of a single story and its effects that 

it has had on marginalized groups within our society. On a broader scale, I believe that we can 



 
Gonzalez 5 

debunk single stories if the media begins to share the complete narrative of a certain individual. 

We can also post articles about the accomplishments of migrant workers in order to shift the 

focus from negative attributes to positive attributes. In conclusion, our efforts to share the full 

narrative has yet to be accomplished, but if we are able to instill the importance of the complete 

story to every individual, we will be slow to generalize since we have the complete story. 
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